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WRITTEN TESTIMONY ONLY 

ON 

SENATE BILL NO. 430 S.D.1 

RELATING TO ATHLETE AGENTS 

 

TO THE HONORABLE JILL N. TOKUDA, CHAIR, 

   AND TO THE HONORABLE DONOVAN M. DELA CRUZ, VICE CHAIR, 

   AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE: 

 

The Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs ("Department") 

appreciates the opportunity to submit written testimony on Senate Bill No. 430 

S.D.1, Relating to Athlete Agents.  My name is Daria Loy-Goto and I am the 

Complaints and Enforcement Officer for the Department's Regulated Industries 

Complaints Office ("RICO").  RICO offers enforcement-related comments on the 

bill. 
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Senate Bill No. 430 S.D.1 repeals chapter 481E, Hawaii Revised Statutes 

("HRS"), the Uniform Athlete Agents Act, and creates a new chapter for a revised 

Act.  The measure expands the definition of "athlete agent" to include individuals 

who serve a student athlete as a business agent or financial advisor for 

compensation or in anticipation of compensation.  Senate Bill No. 430 S.D.1 also 

requires reciprocity for athlete agents registered in another state and increases civil 

penalties from not more than $25,000 to not more than $50,000 for a violation of 

the chapter. 

RICO supports sections  -7 and  -14 that specify the conduct by an athlete 

agent that would give rise to a violation of the new chapter.  RICO also supports 

the increase in civil penalties.  However, RICO respectfully requests that the 

Committee consider the following amendment to this measure: 

Amend subsection (c) on page 36, lines 6-7 as follows: 

(c)  A violation of this chapter by the athlete agent shall be an unfair or  

deceptive act or practice for purposes of section 480-2. 

The amendment will limit application of section 480-2, HRS, to conduct by the 

registered athlete agent. 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit written testimony on Senate Bill No. 

430 S.D.1. 
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WRITTEN TESTIMONY 

 

TESTIMONY ON SENATE BILL NO. 430, S.D. 1, RELATING TO ATHLETE AGENTS. 
 
TO THE HONORABLE JILL N. TOKUDA, CHAIR, 
 AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE: 
 

My name is Celia Suzuki, Licensing Administrator of the Professional and 

Vocational Licensing Division (“PVLD”), testifying on behalf of the Department of 

Commerce and Consumer Affairs ("Department").  The Department is in support of this 

bill.  This measure repeals Hawaii Revised Statutes chapter 481E and adds a new 

chapter to be known as the “Revised Uniform Athlete Agents Act (2015)”.  It also 

expands the definition of “athlete agent” to include individuals who, for compensation or 

the anticipation of compensation, serve as financial advisors or business managers to 

student athletes; requires reciprocity for athlete agents who are registered in more than 
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one state; strengthens requirements for athlete agent contracts; and strengthens 

notification requirements. 

For the Committee’s information, at the hearing held on February 3, 2017, before 

the Senate Committees on Commerce, Consumer Protection, and Health and Judiciary 

and Labor, the Department supported Senate Bill No. 430 with suggested amendments.  

The PVLD’s suggested amendments have been incorporated into this S.D. 1. 

 Thank you for the opportunity to provide written testimony in support Senate Bill 

No. 430, S.D. 1. 



 
Written Testimony Presented Before the  
Senate Committee on Ways and Means 

Thursday, February 23, 2017 at 1:35 p.m. 
by 

David A. K. Matlin, Athletic Director 
University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa 

and 
Patrick Guillen, Athletic Director 

University of Hawai‘i at Hilo 
 
SB 430 SD1 – RELATING TO ATHLETE AGENTS 
 
Chair Tokuda, Vice Chair Dela Cruz and members of the committee: 
  
Thank you for this opportunity to submit this joint testimony of the University of Hawai‘i’s 
athletic departments at Mānoa and at Hilo, in support of SB 430 SD1. 
 
The University of Hawai‘i testified in support of the enactment of the Uniform Athlete 
Agents Act (UAAA) when it was being considered by the legislature during the 2007 
session.  As institutions with significant collegiate athletic programs, both the University 
of Hawai‘i at Mānoa Athletic Department and the University of Hawai‘i at Hilo Athletic 
Department are very concerned with the eligibility standing, and the best interests, of 
our student-athletes when approached by or working with athletic agents.  As with the 
UAAA, we believe that the changes to it in the Revised UAAA proposed within SB 430 
SD1, are in the best interest of our student-athletes. 
 
The University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa Athletic Department and the University of Hawai‘i at 
Hilo Athletic Department respectfully request passage of SB 430 SD1 and thank you for 
your consideration of this joint testimony. 
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